CS 240: Programming in C
Spring 2018
Lecturer:

Kevin Amaral

Course web-site:   
http://www.cs.umb.edu/~kamaral/cs240
Lectures: 

Tue/Thu 4:00 – 5:15 pm, M-2-116
Office Hours: 

Pending
Mode of Contact:

kamaral@cs.umb.edu or Kevin.Amaral001@umb.edu 




I do not have a reliable office phone number.

This syllabus is tentative and I reserve the right to change this as the class progresses. Any major change to the grading schema, schedule of quizzes/homeworks, or other aspects will be done with full disclosure so that students know what to expect as the course continues.

Course Descriptions:

This course will teach you how to write, execute, and debug C language programs. The course will for the most part be self-contained. This means that any reading outside of attending class and class notes will supplemental. Topics include: introduction to C; types, operators and expressions; control flow; functions and program structure; pointers and arrays; structures; input and output.

In the beginning weeks, we will be covering UNIX basics. UNIX will be the environment on which students will be writing, compiling, and running their code. Also, the CS UNIX system will also be used for submitting homework. Student who have not even started the introductory homework (which is required to be able to submit homework and receive emails in the future) by Friday will be asked to drop the course.

Further topics in UNIX/LINUX system: editing files, creating directory files, access to other directory files, compilation, makefile, script files, debugger, and shells.

Specific language agnostic topics will include understanding of linear and binary search, the circular buffer data structure, implementation of dynamic memory allocation, and other generalizable skills.

Proficiency and confidence in all these topics will be required for future courses in the CS curriculum and poor performance in this course will be indicative of later hardship in the curriculum. 
Recommended Reading:

· The C Programming Language, 2nd Edition, Kernighan & Ritchie, Prentice Hall
 
· LINUX for Programmers and Users, 1st Edition, Glass & Ables, Prentice Hall

Attendance:

Attendance will be measured by your quiz score. You will not be graded separately for your ability to attend classes.
Grading:

The final grade will consist of three parts: quizzes (30%), homework (30%), and exams (40%). Quizzes will be weekly on Thursdays. Homework will be assigned on Tuesdays and due the following Tuesday (with exceptions for longer homework assignments). 
There will be 2 exams and a final exam. All three exams will be required and no exam scores will be dropped. Failing to attend the final exam will result in an automatic F for the course. Exams will not be open notes, but I will allow a single (one!) sheet of 8.5”x11” paper of handwritten notes to be turned in with the exam. This sheet will be referred to as your one “Cheat Sheet” for the exam. No electronic devices, books, or slide packets will be allowed.
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I do not give Incompletes. If you have a serious issue, please come in and see me.

Student Conduct:

Students are required to adhere to the University Policy on Academic Standards and Cheating, to the University Statement on Plagiarism and the Documentation of Written Work, and to the Code of Student Conduct which is available online at: https://www.umb.edu/life_on_campus/policies/community/code.

In addition to this, my policy for handling instances of confirmed cheating will be to issue an immediate F for the course and notify the CS department and Dean.
Accommodations for Disabilities:
Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 offers guidelines for curriculum modifications and adaptations for students with documented disabilities. If applicable, students may obtain adaptation recommendations from the Ross Center for Disability Services, M-1-401, (617-287-7430). The student must present these recommendations and discuss them with each professor within a reasonable period, preferably by the end of Drop/Add period. 

